[Analysis of suicide in the material of the Department of Forensic Medicine, Medical University of Bialystok in the years 1990-2003].
The object of analysis were suicide cases autopsied in the department in 1990-2003. Of 5532 autopsies, 518 were undertaken in suicide victims. This number constituted 9.36% of the total number of autopsies, of these 81% were males and 19% females. The ratio of males to females was 4.4. The highest per cent suicide rate was noted in 1993 (54), 1995 (48), 1999 (45) and 2003 (44); the lowest rate was observed in 2001 (26). The highest per cent rate of suicide was observed among males in the ages 19-25 and 41-45 year old, among females 36-40 and 41-50. The greatest number of inebriate males was found in age groups 41-45 and 19-25 years, whereas for females, the corresponding age group was 31-35 years. Among the victims of suicide a predominance of married people and manual workers was noted. The most common method of committing suicide was by hanging.